
 
 

TOWN OF TAGHKANIC  
ZONING COMMISSION MEETING 

July 6, 2015 
 
 
 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:35 by Joyce Thompson.  
 
Members present:  Co-Chairs Joyce Thompson and Linda Swartz; Members Kathy Bainer, Al Huehnel, Moisha Blechman, 
Donn Critchell, John Roberts,  
Excused: Elizabeth O’Donnell, Dennis Callahan, Consultant Ted Fink 
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion to approve the Minutes of June 15, 2015, was made by Donn Critchell and seconded by John Roberts. 

Ayes: 5 (Critchell, Roberts, Blechman, Bainer, Huehnel) Nays:  0  Abstained: 0 
 
Final Review of Noise Recommendation for Town Board: 
The language for the proposed Noise Law was finalized.  A copy is made part of these Minutes.  Joyce will run it by the Town 
Attorney, in particular for his input regarding tying our law in with NYS Penal Code 240.20 as it relates to unnecessary noise 
and the associated penalty. 
 
Review of Article 60 – Version 10:  
Ted made the changes as discussed and recommended by the ZC; those changes were shown in blue type.  The ZC reviewed 
those changes as well as the document as a whole and made the following observations and comments: 

 Green Building Standards had been covered in Section P., but as discussed at the June 15 ZC Meeting, it was 
decided that all we really need is a simple statement that Taghkanic encourages energy efficient and 
environmentally healthy construction.  Version 10 shows Section P. marked as “reserved” – is this for insertion of 
the statement as indicated?  Would we rather move Sections Q and R up (re-numbered as P and Q) and move 
Green Building Standards to the end?  Need to talk to Ted. 

 60-B.2. The word “whatever” on the fourth line (. . .“from any source whatever”. . .) should be changed to 
“whatsoever”.  This change might also be necessary in other occurrences throughout the document. 

 60-B-6. Change first sentence to “All commercial activities involving use and/or storage of flammable and explosive 
materials . . .” 

 60-C.  Rewrite Intent and Purposes as follows:  The Town of Taghkanic finds that large and highly visible parking 
areas can damage the rural, scenic, and historic character of the community.  The Town of Taghkanic wishes to 
promote walking, bicycling, park and ride facilities, car/van pooling and public transit where feasible.  Therefore, 
with the exception of the minimum handicapped parking spaces required by Article 60, Section C.(3), the parking 
standards provided herein should be considered maximums.  The purpose of the off-street parking standards is to 
ensure that such uses are treated as accessory uses and do not predominate a site.  Consideration should be given 
to placement and landscaping to minimize visibility. 

 Kathy will pay particular attention to Section 60-C to ensure it meets the needs and mission of the Planning Board. 

 60.D.4.  The last sentence under “Exempt Signs” is changed to read as follows:  Unless otherwise limited below, the 
top of such exempt sign shall not be higher than 6’ above grade and shall not exceed four (4) square feet in sign 
area per face. 

 60.D.4.f.  Change “side” to “face” at end of sentence. 

 60.D.4.l. “it” should be changed to “the building” at the end of this sentence.  (. . . “or design of the period in which 
the building was constructed.”) 

 60.D.6. Temporary Signs.  The last sentence is changed as follows:  Trailer or wheel-mounted signs are prohibited, 
except for farm stands. 

 60.D.9.  is titled as “Permanent Signs Within the Mixed-Use District”.  Taghkanic does not presently have a mixed 
use district.  In the future, we might do a mixed use overlay.  (Might be appropriate in the Pumpkin Hollow area 
whether the yoga retreat is.)  Do we change this title to say “Business or Mixed Use”?  Need to discuss this with 
Ted. 

 60.D.10.a.  Change “shoppers” to  “the public” and change “shopping district” to “area”. 
o (i) Reference to Article 60 Section E seems to be incorrect.  Should it be Section D? 
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Begin Planning Informational Meeting: 
There is a Saturday Town Board Meeting in September (September 19).  Joyce will ask the Board if they are agreeable to 
making it a public information meeting for zoning code update. 
 
New Business: 

From the Commission:  None. 
From the Public:  None 

 
 
Next Meeting: 
July 20, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. at the Town Hall.  We will begin with review of Section E. Home Occupations.  ZC members should 
read through Article 60 and make notes as needed for discussion.  We have two weeks before our next meeting to 
complete our review of this document; we have to keep this moving. 
 
August Meetings are scheduled for 3 and 17.  John will not be in attendance at the August 3 meeting. 
 
 
 
Motion to adjourn:  Al Huehnel     Seconded by: Donn Critchell 

Ayes:  5 (Huehnel, Critchell, Blechman, Bainer, Roberts)  Nays:  0  Abstained: 0 
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 
 
 
 
Public in attendance:   None 
 
 
Prepared by:  Linda Swartz 
 
 
 
 
Attachment:  Proposed Noise Law 

 



 
 

TOWN OF TAGHKANIC NOISE LAW 
 
 
 
 
Purpose: 

The purpose of this policy is to establish a framework for balancing individual rights and community 
rights with regard to noise.  Our community values individual privacy and protection of the environment.  As 
individuals, we are responsible for respecting the rights of our neighbors and the community as a whole. 
 
 
Declaration of Policy: 

It is the public policy of the Town of Taghkanic that every person is entitled to the enjoyment of his/her 
home and property, including limiting noise to levels that do not disturb the peace and are not detrimental to 
life or good health or well-being.   
 

It is therefore declared that making or maintaining loud, unnecessary or unusual noises that are 
prolonged and unnatural in their duration, place, and/or use are a detriment to the public health, comfort, 
safety, welfare and prosperity of the people of the Town of Taghkanic.   
 
 
Prohibited Acts: 
 The following acts are declared to be in violation of this chapter: 

A. The sounding of any horn or signaling device on any automobile, motorcycle or other vehicle on 

any highway or in any public or private place in the town, except as a danger warning; 

B. Playing or operating any radio, musical instrument, amplifier or other sound-making machine or 

device in such a manner as to disturb the peace, quiet and comfort of the neighboring 

inhabitants or at any time with louder volume than is necessary for convenient hearing by the 

person or persons who are in the room, vehicle or area in which such machine or device is 

operating and who are voluntary listeners thereto.  The operation of any such instrument, 

amplifier, machine or device in such a manner as to be plainly audible at a neighboring property 

from the room, vehicle or area in which it is located shall be prima facie evidence of a violation 

of this chapter. 

C. Loud noises caused by any engine, except through a muffler or other device which will 

effectively mitigate such loud noises. 

D. The use of motorcycles, ATVs, snow mobiles and similar on- and  off-road motor vehicles for 

excessive lengths of time in a manner that causes objectionable noise to neighboring residents. 

 
 
Enforcement: 
 Violations of this chapter will be considered to be a violation punishable under NYS Penal Code 240.20 
Disorderly Conduct. 
 


